Most fluids, even when under existing circumstances they do not enter into chemical combination, yet when brought into contact, interpenetrate one another, and ultimately, if the process be not interrupted, form a uniform mixture, though their specific gravities be very different, and perfect external rest be maintained. On this property of fluids, which is no less characteristic of them than any other of their physical properties, depend the formation and stability of all mechanical gaseous and liquid mixtures.
It appears in the ascent of vapours from volatile bodies into air and other gases, and in the absorption by liquids of gases and of vapours of bodies differing from the absorbent.
Before entering on the consideration of these classes of phenomena, it is proper to observe that the following remarks refer strictly to ("VT ) from which the specific gravity of the second gas may be determined when V and V1 are known.
